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The mechanism and path design of digital economy empowering rural revitalization in the

Yangtze River delta region
LI Gang', WU Huangbao', ZHAO Weilong’
(1. School of Economics, Anhui University of Finance and Economics, Bengbu 233030, China; 2. School of Business,

Hunan University of Foreign Economics,

Changsha 410205,

China)

Abstract: The rapid development of digital economy has injected new momentum into rural revitalization. Based on the panel da-

ta of three provinces and one city in the Yangtze River Delta region from 2012 to 2021, the evaluation index system of digital

economy and rural revitalization was constructed, and the fixed effect and mediation effect models were used to test the mecha-

nism of empowering rural revitalization, and the results showed that a 1% increase in the level of digital economy would lead to a

0. 1%increase in the level of rural revitalization. Human capital and technological innovation are important mechanisms for digital

economy to empower rural revitalization. The regional heterogeneity test found that the effect of digital economy in empowering

rural revitalization was Zhejiang Province, Jiangsu Province and Anhui Province in an descending order. Therefore, in order to

promote the comprehensive revitalization of rural areas in the Yangtze River Delta region, it is necessary to focus on the develop-

ment of the digital economy and give play to its efficient driving role, further build human capital and provide a highly qualified

workforce, continue technological innovation to stimulate the internal development momentum of the countryside, and adapt mea-

sures to local conditions and implement differentiated development strategies.

Keywords: Digital economy; Rural revitalization; Human capital; Technological innovation
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